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2026 COMMENCEMENT

Program

Presiding

Processional March

Presentation of the Colors
National Anthem

Invocation

Greetings

Welcoming Remarks

Conferring of Honorary Degrees

Commencement Address

Vincent E. Price
President of the University

When the Duke Wind Symphony sounds the fanfare for the
entrance of the faculty, the audience and candidates will rise and
remain standing through the invocation.

Candidates for Degrees
followed by

Members of the Faculty

Members of the University Administration
Members of the Board of Trustees
Members of the Platform Party

Members of Duke University’s Air Force ROTC Program

Members of Duke Chorale

Luke A. Powery
Dean of Duke Chapel

Juliet L. Peflaranda Pérez
Candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Science

Lucas Bellaiche
Candidate for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Mark Anthony Neal
Chair of the Academic Council

Introduced by

Adam Silver T'84
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Amy E. Hood T'94
Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, Microsoft



Conferring of Earned Degrees

Concluding Remarks

Alma Mater

Closing Processional

Introduced by

Alec D. Gallimore

Provost

Presented by Deans of Schools
Suzanne Barbour

Dean of the Graduate School

Mary E. Klotman T'76, M’80
Dean of the School of Medicine

Kerry Abrams
Dean of the School of Law

Edgardo Coléon-Emeric D'97, G'07
Dean of the Divinity School

Michael V. Relf
Dean of the School of Nursing

Mary Frances Luce G’'94

Dean of the Fuqua School of Business

Members of Duke Chorale

The audience stands for the Alma Mater

Dear Old Duke, thy name we'll sing.
To thee our voices raise (we'll raise),
To thee our anthems ring,

in everlasting praise.

Lori S. Bennear
Stanback Dean of the Nicholas
School of the Environment

Manoj Mohanan
Interim Dean of the Sanford School
of Public Policy

Jerome P. Lynch
Vinik Dean of the Pratt School
of Engineering

Gary G. Bennett G'99, G'02
Dean of Trinity College
of Arts & Sciences

And though on life’s broad-sea,
Our fates may far us bear.
We'll ever turn to thee,

Our Alma Mater dear.

— R. H. James 24

The audience remains standing until the platform party and faculty leave the field.
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Commencement Speaker

Amy E. Hood T°94

HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

Faculty Sponsor: Manju Puri
J.B. Fuqua Professor of Business Administration

Amy Hood is the executive vice
president and chief financial officer
at Microsoft. She is responsible for
leading the company’s worldwide
finance organization, including
accounting and reporting, acquisitions,
business development and ventures,
financial planning and analysis, global
real estate, internal audit, investor
relations, tax planning and treasury.
She graduated with a bachelor’s degree in

economics from Duke University in 1994 and
earned an MBA from Harvard University.

After working at Goldman Sachs, Hood joined
Microsoft in 2002 and has served as EVP and CFO
since 2013. Hood has been a strategic partner to
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, propelling long-term
financial growth, championing culture and driving
corporate initiatives that have bolstered the
company's broader ecosystem.

Throughout her tenure with the company, she has
advanced global momentum in cloud computing
and helped Microsoft and its customers drive
growth through technological shifts, including

the era of artificial intelligence. She is deeply
involved in the company’s operations, as well as
the strategy development and overall execution of
the company'’s successful acquisitions of Activision
Blizzard, LinkedIn and GitHub.

Beyond financial performance, Hood has
supported social impact initiatives including
Microsoft's goal to become carbon negative and
its $1 billion Climate Innovation Fund. Hood has
also been a leader of Microsoft’s $750 million
initiative to advance affordable housing solutions
in the Puget Sound region.

Hood and her husband, Max Kleinman '93, are
minority owners of the Seattle Sounders FC, a
Major League Soccer franchise.



Honorary Degree Recipients

Dianne R. McIntyre

HONORARY DOCTOR OF ARTS
Faculty Sponsor: Andrea E. Woods Valdés
Associate Professor of the Practice of Dance, Duke Dance Program Chair

Dianne MclIntyre is a celebrated dancer and choreographer whose artistry has shaped American dance for
more than five decades. Her created works have included Broadway plays, concert dances, musical theater
productions, television and film. McIntyre's numerous honors include a Doris Duke Artist Award, three
Bessie Awards, a Helen Hayes Award, the Dance/USA Honor Award, a John S. Guggenheim Fellowship, and a
Kennedy Center Master of African American Choreography Medal.

Cass R. Sunstein

HONORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS
Faculty Sponsor: Matthew Adler
Richard A. Horvitz Distinguished Professor of Law

Cass Sunstein is one of America’s most influential legal scholars, and his work has helped shape modern
understanding of constitutional law, administrative law, environmental law and behavioral economics.
Sunstein is the Robert Walmsley University Professor at Harvard University. He has served as administrator
of the White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs and has advised organizations including the
United Nations, the European Commission, and the World Bank.

Abby Wambach

HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS
Faculty Sponsor: Kendall E. Bradley T'11 M"15 H'20
Assistant Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery

Abby Wambach is a two-time Olympic gold medalist, a FIFA Women’s World Cup champion, and National
Soccer Hall of Fame inductee. Wambach retired as women'’s international soccer’s all-time leading goal
scorer. She is also the co-founder of Treat Media and a co-founder and part owner of Angel City FC, the first
majority-female-owned soccer club. A New York Times bestselling author, Wambach has been named one of
the “50 Most Powerful People in Podcasting.”
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Military Service

Commissioned Officers in the United States Army

SECOND LIEUTENANT, UNITED STATES ARMY

William Colin Abney
Alexander John Adams

Aria Nmi Kundu
Daniel Barton Lawrence

Skylar Alexis Moore
Thatcher Rhys Navorska

Commissioned Officers in the United States Air Force
SECOND LIEUTENANT, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

Matthew C. Crumlish

Erin E. Dickerson

Megan |. Glasgow

Commissioned Officers in the United States Navy
ENSIGN, UNITED STATES NAVY

Samuel Brackett

Samuel Lewis

Charles Truesdale

Daniel N. Salvador

Andrew Michael Ploskunak
John Michael Vadyak

Members of the Faculty Retiring

Anne Allison (1992)

Carol Apollonio (1988)

James R. Bain (2002)

David L. Banks (2003)
Jacqueline Sabrena Barnett (2015)
Charles Maxwell Becker (2003)
Michael Scott Berkoben (1993)
Donna . Biederman (2012)
John A. Board (1987)

Marc 2vi Brettler (2015)

David Manfield Brizel (1987)
April S. Brown (2002)

John Michael Buley (2012)
Margaret Bush (2012)

David S. Caldwell (1974)
Bruce J. Caldwell (2008)

James Harvey Carter (1996)
Mark Chaves (2007)

William A. Darity (1999)
Prasenjit Duara (2015)

Robert C. Duvall (1997)
Richard B. Fair (1981)

Irene Crabtree Felsman (2012)
Gregory W. Fischer (1990)

Jon Fjeld (2005)

Linda Franzoni (1998)

Michael Scott Freemark (1980)
Jehanne Gheith (1992)

Donald D. Glower (1980)
William Kirby Gottschalk (2008)
Carmelo Graffagnino (1992)
John Palmer Grant (1973)
Lawrence Howard Greenblatt (1994)
Robin Gurwitch (2012)

Cynthia Dianne Guy (2003)
Russell P. Hall (1984)

Timothy Grant Hammond (2009)
Nancy Gail Henshaw (1985)
Reeve Huston (2004)

Deborah Jenson (2008)

F. Reed Johnson (2015)

David F. Katz (1994)

Satendra Khanna (1989)

Emily M. Klein (1989)

Josiah D. Knight (1985)

Susan Gail Kreissman (2000)
Peter Samuel Kussin (1985)

W. Robert Lee (2006)

Kun Shan Carolyn Lee (1995)
George Staples Leight (1976)
Wahneema H. Lubiano (1996)
Neil Ross Maclntyre (1981)

Nancy MacLean (2010)

David Joseph Madden (1980)
Bruce Maggs (2007)
Abdeslam E. M. Maghraoui (2007)
David M. Malone (1984)

Piotr E. Marszalek (2002)
Edward Wayne Massey (1979)
Hisham Z. Massoud (1983)
David Bruce Matchar (1983)
Beverly | Mclver (2014)

Carl Frederick Mela (1999)
Thomas B. Metzloff (1985)
Natalia S. Mirovitskaya (1996)
Robert Edward Mitchell (2002)
Eric ] Mlyn (2000)

Ruskin Morgan (2010)
William F. Morris (1992)
Robert A. Murphy (2004)
Shashi Kumar Nagaraj (2009)
Rendon C. Nelson (1994)
Marilyn Haag Oermann (2013)
Salvatore Vincent Pizzo (1973)
Martin Henry Poleski (2003)
Mark D. Rausher (1978)

Jan Riggshee (1990)

Thomas Robisheaux (1983)

Donald Benjamin Sanders (1980)
Alfred Paul Sanfilippo (2022)
Hilliard Foster Seigler (1967)
Ilene C. Siegler (1974)

Susan Gray Silva (1999)

Virginia Chris Simmons (2002)
Lynn Smith-Lovin (2002)

Mary Scott Campbell Soo (1991)
Eric P. Spana (2003)

Michael David Spiritos (2022)
Kristine Stiles (1988)

Sandra Sue Stinnett (1994)
Victor H. Strandberg (1966)
Deirdre Kling Thornlow (2007)
R. Larry Todd (1978)

Gregg E. Trahey (1985)

Kishor S. Trivedi (1975)

Debara Lyn Tucci (1993)

Marcy K. Uyenoyama (1983)
Kathi Weeks (2002)

Kent James Weinhold (1981)
Karen Elizabeth Welty-Wolf (1986)
William H Willimon (2011)



Marshals

University Marshals

Ben Adams Paul Kartcheske
Carolyn Gerber Bruce V. Puckett

Faculty Marshals

UNIVERSITY MEDICINE
FACULTY MARSHAL Barb Hooper
Mark Anthony Neal

LAW
GRADUATE Charles J. Dunlap, Jr.
Michael Boyce

DIVINITY

Curtis W. Freeman

School Marshals

GRADUATE LAW
Leo M. Biggs Lewis L. Hutchison, Jr.
Michael K. Croal, Jr. Josue Jimenez
MEDICINE DIVINITY
Eric E. Buie, Jr. Sarah Belles
Marianne M. Drexler
Jessica K. Rodgers NURSING
Lindsay M. Johnson
Bebe T. Mills

Staff Marshals

Samuel Clay Adams Kevin D'Arco
Melissa Arcila-Delgado Dalton Dey

Drew Baker Mark Dudley
Kimberly Bethea Jasmine Hill Evans
Jordan Buie Samaiyah Faison
Margot Cardamone Krystal George
Angel Collie Brandin L. Howard
Student Marshals

Alexis Ashley () Frederickson
Chief Student Marshal Chief Student Marshal
Johannes Sylvester Arizie Kevin Gu

Tanner Buck Anavi Avinash Kaul
Alexandre Athouguia Dias Filno  Charles Kley

Jane Dubberke Daniel Kye

Ella Etchandy Yutong (Teresa) Liang
Victoria Feng Rally Lin

Jessica Reveal
Caitlin Shaw

NURSING
Marilyn Oermann

FUQUA
Manuel Adelino

FUQUA
Siraj Bah
Rebecca Fiely
Meg Flournoy

NICHOLAS
Erika Lovelace-Young

SANFORD
Jenny Edmonds

Bobby Kunstman
Aaron Lash, Jr.
Anna Lehnen
Marta McCabe
Jeanna McCullers
Hunter Roberts
Monique A. Rochon

Sara Byrd Succop
Chief Student Marshal

Darya Loiko

Imadh Mashoor
Zoe Meadows
Benjamin Britt Perry
Aarushi Singh

Emily Chen Song

Mathavi Jothimurugesan

Strasburger

NICHOLAS
Timothy Johnson

SANFORD
Joab Corey

PRATT

Angus Bowers
Amanda Lee Butler
llana Palmer

TRINITY

Dean Bruno

Amanda Curtin Soydan
Michael S. Domeracki
Ean High

Thea Scott

Justin Sharpe
Libby Skiles

Jill Solomon
Stacia S. Solomon

Marcela Torres-Cervantes

Ashley Turnbull

Annabel Tang
Chief Student Marshal

Jennifer Zhenyi Wang
Lily Zheng

Victoria T. Ayodele
Benita Besa

Anthony Boggs
Chelsea Brown

Jenny Wood Crowley

PRATT
Michael R. Gustafson Il

TRINITY
Denise K. Comer

Jayne 0. Ifekwunigwe
Rachael Murphey
Heather Settle

Claire Siburt

Liguo Zhang

Greg Victory
Lamar Walker
Kayla Wood

Cassidy Thompson
Chief Student Marshal
Olivia Encarnacién
D'Asia Evans
Harmony Hill
Adama Sagir
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The Traditions of Commencement

Notes on Academic Dress

Academic dress originated in the Middle Ages. When European
universities were taking form in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, scholars were also clerics, and they adopted robes similar
to those of their monastic orders. Caps were a necessity in drafty
buildings, and copes or capes with hoods attached were needed for

warmth. As the control of universities gradually passed from the church,

academic costumes began to take on brighter hues and to employ
varied patterns in cut and color of gown and type of headdress.

The use of academic costume in the United States has been continuous

since Colonial times, but a clear protocol did not emerge until an
intercollegiate commission in 1893 recommended a uniform code.
In this country, the design of a gown varies with the degree held.
The bachelor's gown is relatively simple with long pointed sleeves
as its distinguishing mark. The gown for the master's degree has
an oblong sleeve with the rear part cut square and the front part
with a cutaway arc. The most elaborate academic costume is the
doctoral gown with velvet panels down the front and three bars of

Significance of Colors

Colors indicating fields of study of the University are:

Arts, Letters, Humanities Education
O WHITE O LIGHT BLUE
Business Administration Engineering
O DRAB O ORANGE
Dentistry Environment, Forestry
. LAVENDER . RUSSET
Divinity, Theology Fine Arts
. SCARLET . BROWN
Economics Law
. COPPER . PURPLE

the same material across the sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but
it may be a color designating the field of study to which the degree
pertains. The gown itself, usually black like those of the lower
degrees, may be of a color distinctive of a particular university.

The hood bears a still larger symbolic burden: the width of

its velvet trimming designates the level of the degree; the
color heralds the major field of study; and the lining identifies
the institution that granted the degree. Duke University is
symbolized by a lining of Duke blue with a white chevron.

The cap, originally round, is usually a square mortarboard and is the
same for all degrees. The standard tassel for the cap is black, but the
cap worn with the doctoral robe may have a gold tassel. The Duke
doctoral gown is in the authentic Duke blue. The Duke University
shield, embroidered in blue on white, is applied to each front panel.
With this gown, there may be worn a black velvet, four-pointed,

soft tam with a square top and a gold metallic bullion tassel.

Medicine Public Health
GREEN SALMON

Music Science
PINK GOLDEN YELLOW

Nursing
APRICOT

Philosophy
DARK BLUE

Physical Therapy
TEAL

® @6 O O @



Mace and Chain of Office

At commencement, ceremonial use is made of two important
insignia given to Duke University in memory of Benjamin N. Duke.
Both the Mace and Chain of Office are the gifts of anonymous
donors and of the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation. They were
designed and executed by Professor Kurt ]. Matzdorf of New
Paltz, New York, and were dedicated and first used at the
inaugural ceremonies of President Terry Sanford in 1970.

The Mace, the symbol of authority of the University, is made of sterling
silver throughout. It is thirty-seven inches long and weighs about

eight pounds. At the lower end of the hammered shaft is a gilt
(gold-plated) pinecone. The upper end of the shaft displays the
inscription “Universitas Dukiana 1838”. This inscription is surmounted
by a short, hammered neck followed by the head which has eight

flutings alternating with eight gilt ribs. Above the head of the mace,
a band carries the motto of Duke University: Eruditio et Religio. The
upper end of the mace is a crown of gilt laurel leaves which carries
the seal of Duke University surrounded by the three symbols of the

Trinity to indicate that Duke University emerged from Trinity College.

The Chain of Office of the President of Duke University is four feet long
and is also made of sterling silver throughout. The main part consists
of nine silver pinecones alternating with ten gilt clusters of three
laurel leaves each. In the front hangs the gilt medallion with the
official seal of Duke University surrounded by a laurel wreath into
which are set the three symbols of the Trinity. In the back is the gilt
coat of arms of the Duke family with the motto, In Adversis Idem set

in a sterling wreath of laurel leaves and bearing the inscription “Duke”.
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Commencement Timeline

Duke University's roots can be traced back to 1838, with humble beginnings as a one-room schoolhouse in Randolph County, North
Carolina. Duke University was officially established in 1924 when James B. Duke signed the Indenture of Trust on December 11 and
designated a gift that transformed Trinity College into a comprehensive research university and academic medical center.

1838 Brown’s Schoolhouse is founded in Randolph County

A Al et S A e N as a one-room school
? h ‘ “ ‘ ? Y B 0 l- L g ‘B E 1839 The school adopts the name Union Institute
. p
e

SERR i : o 1851 Union Institute becomes Normal College
DROER OF BELLRCLBES
) POR CORMBLHABIEEIT JUNE 96, 1889, 1853 The first students graduate from Normal College in a

e e : class of two—brothers Lemuel and Dougan Johnson

MARSHALS,
W. J. CARMAN, Cuner.

T. ANCH, A. . BLACKBURN, W. H. JOXEF
. BRYAN, J. W, BIMMOXE, & H. GEE.

1859 Normal College becomes Trinity College after
partnering with the Methodist Church

1877 First master’s degrees issued

1878 Theresa, Persis, and Mary Giles earn
bachelor's degrees, becoming the first
women graduates of Trinity College

1892 The last commencement held in Randolph
County before the school’s move to Durham
(to the land that forms present-day East Campus)

1902 Use of Latin Honors begins
1908 Washington Duke statue is unveiled at commencement

1924 Duke University was established when James B. Duke, through
the Indenture of Trust of the new Duke Endowment, designated
a gift that transformed Trinity College into a comprehensive
research university.

1925 First graduates of the newly created Duke University
get their diplomas (Trinity remained the name of the
College of Arts and Sciences)

1927 First divinity degree (B.D.) granted

1928 First Ph.D. degrees granted

The cornerstone of West Campus is laid by
Doris Duke as part of commencement

1929 First law degree (LL.B.) granted



1931

1932

1933
1935
1936
1939

1940

1967

1970

1971

1972

1979

1997

1998

2009
2015

2021

2024

Commencement is held on West Campus for
the first time, in Page Auditorium

First M.D. granted

The inaugural Chapel organ and carillon recitals are held
First B.S. in Engineering granted

The James B. Duke statue on West Campus is unveiled
First B.S. in Nursing granted

First Master of Forestry granted
The School of Forestry later became the
Nicholas School of the Environment

First commencement held in the new Indoor Stadium
(now Cameron Indoor Stadium)

Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, Nathaniel White, Jr, and
Mary Mitchell Harris are the first Black undergraduates
to receive degrees

Kenneth Vickery serves as the first student
commencement speaker

Nancy Hanks, Chair of the National Endowment for the Arts,
is the first female commencement speaker

First M.B.A. granted

In a ceremony at Wallace Wade Stadium, students unfurl
a banner above the commencement dais reading
GO TO HELL CAROLINA

President Jimmy Carter serves as the commencement speaker

President George H. W. Bush serves as the
commencement speaker

Oprah Winfrey serves as commencement speaker

Commencement is held in the Durham Bulls Athletic Park
due to renovations of the Wallace Wade Stadium

John Legend serves as commencement speaker

2020 Commencement is held in September on Abele Quad
after being postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, with
Ken Jeong T'90 serving as commencement speaker

The class of 2024 holds the distinction of being the 100th class
to graduate from Duke University.

Celebrates the 100th anniversary of the first
graduating class of Duke University.
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