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Program 

Presiding Vincent E. Price 
President of the University 

When the Duke Wind Symphony sounds the fanfare for the 
entrance of the faculty, the audience and candidates will rise and 
remain standing through the invocation. 

Processional March Candidates for Degrees 

followed by 

Members of the Faculty 
Members of the University Administration 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
Members of the Platform Party 

Presentation of the Colors Members of Duke University’s Air Force ROTC Program 

National Anthem Members of Duke Chorale 

Invocation Luke A. Powery 
Dean of Duke Chapel 

Greetings Danica Bajaj 
Candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts 

Lucas Vaughan 
Candidate for the Degree of Master of International 
Development Policy 

Trina Jones 
Chair of the Academic Council 

Centennial Tribute Members of Deja Blue 

Welcoming Remarks 

Conferring of Honorary Degrees Introduced by 
Adam Silver T’84 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 

Commencement Address Grant Hill T’94 
Business leader and Basketball Hall of Fame inductee 
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Conferring of Earned Degrees Introduced by 
Alec D. Gallimore 
Provost 

Presented by Deans of Schools 
Suzanne Barbour Lori S. Bennear 
Dean of the Graduate School Stanback Dean of the Nicholas 

School of the Environment 
Mary E. Klotman T’76, M’80 
Dean of the School of Medicine Manoj Mohanan 

Interim Dean of the Sanford School 
Kerry Abrams of Public Policy 
Dean of the School of Law 

Jerome P. Lynch 
Edgardo Colón-Emeric D’97, G’07 Vinik Dean of the Pratt School 
Dean of the Divinity School of Engineering 

Michael V. Relf Gary G. Bennett G’99, G’02 
Dean of the School of Nursing Dean of Trinity College 

of Arts & Sciences Mary Frances Luce G’94 
Interim Dean of the Fuqua School 
of Business 

Concluding Remarks 

Alma Mater Members of Duke Chorale 

The audience stands for the Alma Mater 

Dear Old Duke, thy name we’ll sing. And though on life’s broad-sea, 
To thee our voices raise (we’ll raise), Our fates may far us bear. 
To thee our anthems ring, We’ll ever turn to thee, 
in everlasting praise. Our Alma Mater dear. 

— R. H. James ’24 

Closing Processional The audience remains standing until the platform party and faculty leave 
the football field. 

The Duke University Wind Symphony 
The Duke University Wind Symphony (DUWS), directed by Verena Mösenbichler-Bryant, is a dynamic ensemble 
composed of Duke students, primarily non-majors, who are passionate about exploring and performing the finest 
wind and percussion repertoire. The group offers students the opportunity to challenge themselves musically while 
fostering a sense of community through shared artistic expression. Open to all Duke students by audition, the Wind 
Symphony creates an inclusive environment where musicians can come together to produce memorable and impactful 
performances. Today’s Commencement Wind Symphony is augmented by local musicians, friends, and alumni. 
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Grant Hill T’94 
B U S I N E S S  L E A D E R  A N D  B A S K E T B A L L  
H A L L  O F  F A M E  I N D U C T E E  

C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R  

Grant Hill is a 2018 Naismith Basketball 

Hall of Fame inductee who graduated 

with a double major in history and 

political science from Duke University 

in 1994. His No. 33 jersey has been 

retired by the Blue Devils. 

Hill was a three-time All-American for Duke who won 
the ACC Player of the Year award as a senior and 
was honored as the National Defensive Player of 
the Year as a junior. Playing for Hall of Fame Coach 
Mike Krzyzewski, Hill was a Freshman All-American 
in 1991 when he helped the Blue Devils win the first 
men’s basketball national title in school history. 

A year later, Duke repeated as champions. Hill’s 
nearly court-length pass to Christian Laettner 
assisted Laettner’s game-winning, buzzer-beating 
basket to defeat Kentucky in the 1992 NCAA 
Tournament regional finals, clinching the Blue Devils’ 
berth in the Final Four. 

Selected by the Detroit Pistons with the third overall 
pick in the 1994 NBA Draft, Hill played 18 seasons 
professionally and was a seven-time All-Star. 

Shortly after Hill entered the NBA, he established Hill 
Ventures, a private company through which he has 
invested in a diverse portfolio of real estate projects. 
Since retiring from the NBA, Hill made the successful 
transition from professional athlete to franchise 
co-owner, corporate board member, business 
and sports leader, and television broadcaster, 
including being part of the lead announcing team 
for the NCAA Tournament. In 2021, he was named 
managing director of USA Basketball. 

Hill has served on the Duke Board of Trustees 
since 2021. In addition, he serves or has served 
on the boards of the NCAA, NBA Retired Players 
Association, Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame, Campbell Soup Company, Empire State Realty 
Trust, and Lake Highland Preparatory School. 

Hill is an avid supporter and collector of African 
American Art and sponsored a nearly three-year, 
seven-city tour of his personal art collection. In 2022, 
he wrote a critically acclaimed memoir, Game: An 
Autobiography. 

Hill lives in Orlando with his wife, Tamia, a six-time 
Grammy-nominated singer, and their two daughters. 
The family’s Tamia & Grant Hill Foundation supports 
numerous philanthropic causes, with a focus on 
those working on behalf of children and education. 
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P H Y S I C I A N  S C I E N T I S T  

H O N O R A R Y  D O C T O R  O F  S C I E N C E  

Rebecca Hatcher Buckley, M.D.
W.C.’54 

Faculty Sponsor: Georgia D. Tomaras, A. Geller Distinguished Professor for Research in Immunology 

Throughout her six decades at Duke 

University, Rebecca Hatcher Buckley, 

M.D., established herself as one of 

the preeminent pediatric caregivers 

in the country. 

Buckley, a native of Hamlet, N.C., completed her 
undergraduate studies at Duke, graduating with an 
A.B. in 1954. After earning her medical degree from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill four 
years later, Buckley returned to Duke to complete 
her house staff training in pediatrics and her 

fellowship in allergy and immunology. 

In 1974, Buckley was named chief of the Division 
of Allergy and Immunology, and five years 

later she was named the James Buren Sidbury 
Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics and Professor 
of Immunology. She retired in 2022 after 64 years of 
service at Duke. 

During her career, Buckley pioneered breakthrough 
research with a particular focus on the syndrome 
of severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID), also 

known as “bubble boy disease,” and the successful 
long-term clinical and immunologic outcomes of 

nonablative T cell-depleted haploidentical parental 
bone marrow transplants, which can be provided to 
all SCID infants regardless of whether they have a 
matched sibling donor or not. Her advocacy also led 
to SCID being added to the Recommended Universal 
Screening Panel for newborns in all 50 states. 

The survival rate for babies born with SCID that is 
diagnosed and treated before three months of age 
is now greater than 90 percent. 

Buckley authored or co-authored 388 scientific 

publications and trained more than 80 post-doctoral 
fellows. She served on more than 30 national 
committees and councils, including as president 
of The American Academy of Allergy, Asthma 
and Immunology (AAAAI), where she was the first 
woman to lead the organization; president of the 
American Pediatric Society; and director of the 
American Board of Allergy and Immunology. 

In 2003, Buckley was elected to the National 
Academy of Medicine, and nine years later she was 
inducted into the National Academy of Sciences. 
The American Pediatric Society bestowed its highest 
honor, the John Howland Award, on Buckley in 2014. 
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David Robinson II L’64 
A T T O R N E Y  

H O N O R A R Y  D O C T O R  O F  L A W S  

Faculty Sponsor: H. Timothy Lovelace Jr., John Hope Franklin Research Scholar, Professor of Law and History 

With fellow law classmate Walter T. 

Johnson Jr., and divinity student R.L. 

Speaks, David Robinson II was one of 

the first Black students to enroll at 

Duke University. 

Months before their arrival in the fall of 1961, 
the university’s Board of Trustees voted to 
desegregate Duke’s graduate and professional 
schools. Two years later, the undergraduate 
program was also integrated. 

Robinson grew up in “Overtown,” a segregated 
African American community in Miami. After 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum Laude 
in 1961 from Howard University, he was persuaded 
by School of Law Dean Elvin “Jack” Latty to make 
history at Duke. Robinson would later say that he 
was not “seeking integration” and that his “entire 
family was opposed to it,” but Robinson found 
Latty to be “a most persuasive, fatherly figure.” 

While at Duke Law, Robinson served as a law clerk 
to the United States Civil Rights Commission in 
Washington, D.C, for two summers. After graduating 
in 1964, Robinson was the first African American 

attorney selected to join the Legal Division at the 
Federal Reserve, where he worked for three years 
before accepting a position at Xerox in Rochester, 
N.Y., becoming the first Black attorney in the 

corporation’s Office of the General Counsel. 

In 1968, Robinson discovered that Xerox’s national 
claims of adhering to fair employment practices 
were untrue. In response, he organized and served 
as executive director of the Concerned Association 
of Rochester, Inc., a nonprofit dedicated to the 

elimination of discrimination at Xerox. 

Robinson became senior counsel for Xerox 
operations on the West Coast in 1978. After he 
retired from Xerox in 1988, fellow Duke Law 
alumnus Gerald Wetherington (’63), then the chief 
judge of the Eleventh Judicial Court of Florida, 
asked Robinson to join his judicial circuit. Robinson 
would become the first to serve as the circuit’s 

general counsel, holding the position for a decade. 

He remains active in community engagement in his 
hometown of Miami, particularly at his alma mater 
Booker T. Washington High School, where Robinson 
helps raise money for college scholarships, faculty 
support, and academic programs. 
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Feng Zhang 
MOLECULAR B IOLOGIST  

H O N O R A R Y  D O C T O R  O F  S C I E N C E  

Faculty Sponsor: Charles A. Gersbach, John W. Strohbehn Distinguished Professor of Biomedical Engineering 

Considered to be one of the world’s 

most inventive life scientists, Feng 

Zhang, PhD, is a molecular biologist who 

is focused on developing and applying 

novel molecular technologies for 

studying and improving human health. 

Dr. Zhang’s studies explore biological diversity with 
the goals of understanding nature and discovering 
systems and processes within nature that may be 
harnessed through bioengineering. 

Zhang has played an integral role in the 
development of two revolutionary molecular 
technologies: optogenetics, which allows 
researchers to control neurons with light to learn 
more about how the brain works; and CRISPR-Cas9-
based gene editing, through which researchers can 
make precise changes to the DNA of living cells. 

He and his team have adapted multiple other CRISPR 
systems for use as genome and transcriptome 
engineering tools, in addition to developing a 
number of applications of CRISPR systems. In 2023, 
the first CRISPR-based therapeutic, Casgevy, which is 

based on work done by Zhang and his collaborators, 
was approved for the treatment of sickle-cell disease. 

In addition to therapeutic use, Zhang’s lab’s tools are 
also being used broadly to accelerate basic research 
and are being deployed in other biotechnological 
applications. Zhang’s long-term goal is to develop 
novel therapeutic strategies for complex diseases 
without a single underlying genetic change. Tackling 
brain diseases, specifically, has been a goal since 

college, when Zhang witnessed friends suffering from 

severe mental illness. 

Born in China, Zhang emigrated to the United 
States in 1993 at the age of 11. He received his 
undergraduate degree in chemistry and physics 
from Harvard College and his PhD in chemistry from 
Stanford University. 

Zhang is a core member of the Broad Institute, an 
Investigator at the McGovern Institute for Brain 
Research, the James and Patricia Poitras Professor of 
Neuroscience at MIT, and a Howard Hughes Medical 
Investigator. He is also a member of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of 
Medicine, and the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, as well as a fellow of the National Academy 
of Inventors. 
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Student and Faculty
Representatives 

Danica Bajaj 
C A N D I D A T E  F O R  T H E  D E G R E E  O F  B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  

Danica Bajaj is a Robertson Scholar dedicated to advancing well-being across Duke University and the 
Durham community. She has led opioid crisis intervention in North Carolina, which included attending 
Narcotics Anonymous meetings, conducting research, and securing a $250,000 grant to implement a 
Mobile Syringe Service Program. On campus, she organized Duke’s first large-scale social event on Central 
Campus, created The Gratitude Equation—a house course on the science and practice of gratitude—and 
championed wellness initiatives through orientation programs. She is graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Computer Science, with distinction, following the successful presentation of her honors thesis 
The Human Cost of Artificial Empathy. 

Lucas Vaughan 
C A N D I D A T E  F O R  T H E  D E G R E E  O F  M A S T E R  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
D E V E L O P M E N T  P O L I C Y  

Lucas Vaughan is a U.S. Army soldier with 13 years of service, commissioning as a Cyber Officer focused on 

electronic warfare. He is graduating from Duke with a Master of International Development Policy degree 
with a certificate in Middle East Studies. His research examined food security in Egypt at the intersection of 
agriculture and national security. Initially an Infantryman, he deployed to Kosovo and later served in Special 
Operations Civil Affairs in Lebanon and Jordan—experiences that led him to Duke’s Army ROTC. Raised on 

horseback, he grew up rodeoing and working cattle. A proud dad and husband, he hopes to return one day 
to ranch life in the rural Mountain West. 

Trina Jones 
C H A I R  O F  T H E  A C A D E M I C  C O U N C I L  A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y  F A C U L T Y  M A R S H A L  

Trina Jones is the Jerome M. Culp Distinguished Professor of Law at Duke Law School, where she directs 
the Center on Law, Race, and Policy. Her research focuses on racial, socio-economic, and gender inequality 
in the workplace. Jones has served multiple terms on Duke’s Academic Council. She was elected to its 
Executive Committee in 2015 for a two-year term and elected as Chair in spring 2023 for a two-year term. 
In 2014-15, she co-chaired the Academic Council’s University-wide Task Force on Diversity. She received 
her B.A. from Cornell University and her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School. 
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Marshals 

University Marshals 
Ben Adams Amy Powell Caitlin Shaw 
David Frankel Jessica Reveal Mathavi J. Strasburger 

Faculty Marshals 
UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY MARSHAL 
Trina Jones 

GRADUATE 
Daniel Schmitt 

MEDICINE 
Micah Luftig 

LAW 
Charles J. Dunlap, Jr. 

DIVINITY 
Curtis W. Freeman 

NURSING 
Susan G. Silva 

FUQUA 
Debu Purohit 

NICHOLAS 
Timothy Lawrence Johnson 

SANFORD 
Vicki L. Bogan 

PRATT 
Michael R. Gustafson II 

TRINITY 
Deborah S. Reisinger 

School Marshals 
GRADUATE 
Leo M.T. Biggs 
Michael K Croal Jr. 

MEDICINE 
Emerson E. Bennett 
Alexis Danielle Pean 
Jennifer Pennington 
Jannylle Pitter 

LAW 
Lewis L. Hutchison, Jr. 
Josue A. Jimenez 

DIVINITY 
Michael A. Long 

NURSING 
Lindsay M. Johnson 
Bebe T. Mills 

FUQUA 
Pamela R. Layh 

NICHOLAS 
Erika Lovelace-Young 

SANFORD 
Jean Caroline Brooks 

PRATT 
Angus Bower 
Amanda Lee Butler 
Lorelle Babwah Brennen 

TRINITY 
Milton Blackmon 
Dean Bruno 
Amanda Curtin Soydan 
Mark Taylor Dalhouse 

Jayne O. Ifekwunigwe 
Rachael Murphey 
Ginny Ramirez-DelToro 
Sarah Russell 
Claire J. Parker Siburt 
Sabrina Thomas 
Liguo Zhang 

Staff Marshals 
S. Clay Adams 
Kimberly Bethea 
Sara Campbell 
Margot Cardamone 
Kevin D’Arco 
Shruti Desai 
Dalton Dey 

Mark Dudley 
Alex Espaillat 
Lakeya Francis 
Alexis Harp 
Brandin Howard 
Juwan Jacobs 
Michelle Johnson 

Annie Kao 
Lucille Kopin 
Bobby Kunstman 
Carmella La Bianca 
Aaron Lash Jr. 
Anna Lehnen 
Deb LoBiondo 

Kim Logan 
Jeanna McCullers 
Donegan Root 
Justin Sharpe 
Laura Shively 
Libby Skiles 
Stacia Solomon 

Taimyr Strachan-Louidor 
Tayla Suitte 
Greg Victory 
Lamar Walker 
Megan Wilson 
Kayla Wood 
Grace Zirkle 

Student Marshals 
Gabriel Bostick Esosa Ediae Hannah Newman David Ntim 
Chief Student Marshal Chief Student Marshal Chief Student Marshal Chief Student Marshal 
Adom Appiah Ava Byrd Ria Kapoor Ava Meigs Forest Rudd 
Hannah Baetge Yuri De Melo Costa Spencer Katz Madeline Morrison Jarvis Savage 
Lily Baglio Mame Diouf Elina Khabibullina Jason Murray Leilani Stanley-Galea’i 
Yaa Bame Kunyu (Kimi) Du Senou Kounouho Will Neuner Nico Taber 
Noella Barron Cole Frederickson An Le Dylan Nguyen Hannah Tuck 
Catherine Barry Kylie Gregory Seth Liyanapathirana Noah Obuya Sarah Willmann 
Eric Belcea Nolan Hawkins Rachel Luner Sydney Okeke Chris Wu 
Ananya Bhatia Wigdan Hissein Chloe McGeehan Alessandra Peña Diego Zalles 
Eduardo Bortolomiol Passos Ebony Kalin Kaden McLaughlin Elizabeth Romage 
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The Traditions of Commencement 

Notes on Academic Dress 

Academic dress originated in the Middle Ages. When European 
universities were taking form in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, scholars were also clerics, and they adopted robes similar 
to those of their monastic orders. Caps were a necessity in drafty 
buildings, and copes or capes with hoods attached were needed for 
warmth. As the control of universities gradually passed from the church, 
academic costumes began to take on brighter hues and to employ 
varied patterns in cut and color of gown and type of headdress. 

The use of academic costume in the United States has been continuous 
since Colonial times, but a clear protocol did not emerge until an 
intercollegiate commission in 1893 recommended a uniform code. 
In this country, the design of a gown varies with the degree held. 
The bachelor’s gown is relatively simple with long pointed sleeves 
as its distinguishing mark. The gown for the master’s degree has 
an oblong sleeve with the rear part cut square and the front part 
with a cutaway arc. The most elaborate academic costume is the 
doctoral gown with velvet panels down the front and three bars of 

the same material across the sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but 
it may be a color designating the field of study to which the degree 
pertains. The gown itself, usually black like those of the lower 
degrees, may be of a color distinctive of a particular university. 

The hood bears a still larger symbolic burden: the width of 
its velvet trimming designates the level of the degree; the 
color heralds the major field of study; and the lining identifies 
the institution that granted the degree. Duke University is 
symbolized by a lining of Duke blue with a white chevron. 

The cap, originally round, is usually a square mortarboard and is the 
same for all degrees. The standard tassel for the cap is black, but the 
cap worn with the doctoral robe may have a gold tassel. The Duke 
doctoral gown is in the authentic Duke blue. The Duke University 
shield, embroidered in blue on white, is applied to each front panel. 
With this gown, there may be worn a black velvet, four-pointed, 
soft tam with a square top and a gold metallic bullion tassel. 

Significance of Colors 
Colors indicating fields of study of the University are: 

Arts, Letters, Humanities Education 
W H I T E  L I G H T  B L U E  

Business Administration Engineering 
D R A B  O R A N G E  

Dentistry Environment, Forestry 
L A V E N D E R  R U S S E T  

Divinity, Theology Fine Arts 
S C A R L E T  B R O W N  

Economics Law 
C O P P E R  P U R P L E  

Medicine Public Health 
G R E E N  S A L M O N  

Music Science 
P I N K  G O L D E N  Y E L L O W  

Nursing 
A P R I C O T  

Philosophy 
D A R K  B L U E  

Physical Therapy 
T E A L  
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Mace and Chain of Office 

At commencement, ceremonial use is made of two important 
insignia given to Duke University in memory of Benjamin N. Duke. 
Both the Mace and Chain of Office are the gifts of anonymous 
donors and of the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation. They were 
designed and executed by Professor Kurt J. Matzdorf of New 
Paltz, New York, and were dedicated and first used at the 
inaugural ceremonies of President Terry Sanford in 1970. 

The Mace, the symbol of authority of  the University, is made of sterling   
silver  throughout. It is thirty-seven inches long and weighs about  
eight pounds. At the lower end of the hammered shaft is a gilt  
(gold-plated) pinecone. The upper end of the shaft displays the 
inscription “Universitas Dukiana 1838”. This inscription is surmounted 
by a short, hammered neck followed by the head which has eight 

flutings  alternating  with eight gilt ribs. Above the head of the mace,   
a band carries the motto of Duke University: Eruditio et Religio. The  
upper end  of  the mace is a crown of gilt laurel leaves  which  carries  
the seal of Duke University surrounded by the three symbols of the 
Trinity to indicate that Duke University emerged from Trinity College. 

The Chain of Office of the President of  Duke University is four  feet  long  
and is also made of sterling silver throughout. The main part consists  
of nine silver pinecones alternating with ten gilt clusters of three  
laurel leaves each. In the front hangs the gilt medallion with the  
official  seal  of  Duke  University surrounded by a laurel wreath into 
which are set the three symbols of the Trinity. In the back is the gilt 
coat of arms of the Duke family with the motto, In Adversis  Idem  set 
in a sterling wreath of laurel leaves and  bearing the inscription “Duke”. 
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Commencement Timeline 

Duke University’s roots can be traced back to 1838, with humble beginnings as a one-room schoolhouse in Randolph County, North 
Carolina. Duke University was officially established in 1924 when James B. Duke signed the Indenture of Trust on December 11 and 

designated a gift that transformed Trinity College into a comprehensive research university and academic medical center. 

1859 

1878 

1892 

1928 

1928 

1838 Brown’s Schoolhouse is founded in Randolph County 
as a one-room school 

1839 The school adopts the name Union Institute 

1851 Union Institute becomes Normal College 

1853 The first students graduate from Normal College in a 
class of two—brothers Lemuel and Dougan Johnson 

1859 Normal College becomes Trinity College after 
partnering with the Methodist Church 

1877 First master’s degrees issued 

1878 Theresa, Persis, and Mary Giles earn 
bachelor’s degrees, becoming the first 
women graduates of Trinity College 

1892 The last commencement held in Randolph 
County before the school’s move to Durham  
(to the land that forms present-day East Campus) 

1902 Use of Latin Honors begins 

1908 Washington Duke statue is unveiled at commencement 

1924 Duke University was established when James B. Duke, through 
the Indenture of Trust of the new Duke Endowment, designated 
a gift that transformed Trinity College into a comprehensive 
research university. 

1925 First graduates of the newly created Duke University  
get their diplomas (Trinity remained the name of the  
College of Arts and Sciences) 

1927 First divinity degree (B.D.) granted 

1928 First Ph.D. degrees granted 

The cornerstone of West Campus is laid by  
Doris Duke as part of commencement 

1929 First law degree (LL.B.) granted 



  

 

     

 

 

    

   

  

        
 

       
 

  
 

  

 

 
   

      

  
 

    

  

     

  
 

   

 

   
   

• 1931 Commencement is held on West Campus for 
the first time, in Page Auditorium 

1932 First M.D. granted 

The inaugural Chapel organ and carillon recitals are held 

1933 First B.S. in Engineering granted 

1935 The James B. Duke statue on West Campus is unveiled 

1936 First B.S. in Nursing granted 

1939 First Master of Forestry granted 

The School of Forestry later became the 
Nicholas School of the Environment 

1940 First commencement held in the new Indoor Stadium 
(now Cameron Indoor Stadium) 

1967 Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, Nathaniel White, Jr, and 
Mary Mitchell Harris are the first Black undergraduates 
to receive degrees 

1970 Kenneth Vickery serves as the first student 
commencement speaker 

1971 Nancy Hanks, Chair of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
is the first female commencement speaker 

1972 First M.B.A. granted 

1979 In a ceremony at Wallace Wade Stadium, students unfurl  
a banner above the commencement dais reading 
GO TO HELL CAROLINA 

1997 President Jimmy Carter serves as the commencement speaker 

1998 President George H. W. Bush serves as the 
commencement speaker 

2009 Oprah Winfrey serves as commencement speaker 

2015 Commencement is held in the Durham Bulls Athletic Park 
due to renovations of the Wallace Wade Stadium 

2021 John Legend serves as commencement speaker 

2020 Commencement is held in September on Abele Quad 
after being postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, with 
Ken Jeong T’90 serving as commencement speaker 

2024 The class of 2024 holds the distinction of being the 100th class 
to graduate from Duke University. 

2025 Celebrates the 100th anniversary of the first 
graduating class of Duke University. 

13 
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2021 
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12,000+ 
Centennial merch items 
sold by Duke Stores! 

130+ 
Centennial events, activities and 
programs were held in 2024 and 2025! 

11,000+ 
Alumni and friends attended 
Centennial events on campus, in 
more than 21 cities, 7 countries 
and virtually! 

16,000+ 
Tickets to the Ed Sheeran 
Concert and Founders’ Day 
Program distributed! 

150+ 
Students from Duke dance and choral 
groups performed at Centennial events! 

During 2024-2025, Duke University celebrated its Centennial, 
marking 100 years since Trinity College became Duke University. 
More than a year of events and activities provided a historic 
opportunity to recognize Duke’s extraordinary past, celebrate 
those who came before us and those here today, and launch 
Duke into its second century. 



 

 

300+ 
Centennial stories and videos have 
been published and produced! 

500+ 
People toured campus 
using the new Campus 
History Tour app! 

17,000+ 
People have viewed 24 oral 
history interviews! 

300,000+ 
Visitors to 100.duke.edu! 

15 



2 0 2 5  C O M M E N C E M E N T

  

 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 

    

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

16 

May 11 Departmental Events 

For more details about recommended parking and each department’s program, 
visit commencement.duke.edu/diplomas-ceremonies. 

ART,  ART HISTORY & VISUAL STUDIES 
12:00 p.m. 
von der Heyden Theater, Rubenstein Arts Center 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING 
2:45 p.m. 
Cameron Indoor Stadium 

BIOLOGY 
12:00 p.m. 
Wilson Recreation Center Gymnas 

CHEMISTRY 
12:00 p.m. 

ium 

Terrace & Patio, French Family Science Center 
Rain site: Atrium, French Family Science Center 

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 
12:30 p.m. 
Nelson Music Room & East Duke Gazebo Lawn 

DOCUMENTARY STUDIES 
12:00 p.m. 
von der Heyden Theater, Rubenstein Arts Center 

ECONOMICS 
12:00 p.m. 
Cameron Indoor Stadium 

ENGLISH 
12:30 p.m. 
Reynolds Theater, Bryan Center 

EVOLUTIONARY ANTHROPOLOGY 
12:00 p.m. 
Biological Sciences 111 

HISTORY 
12:30 p.m. 
Baldwin Auditorium 

INFORMATION SCIENCE & STUDIES 
12:00 p.m. 
von der Heyden Theater, Rubenstein Arts Center 

NEUROSCIENCE 
12:00 p.m. 
Page Auditorium 

PATHOLOGISTS’  ASSISTANT 
1:00 p.m. 
Brizo Apartments Entertainment Room 

PHYSICS 
12:00 p.m. 
Hall of Science, LSRC - Levine Science Research Center 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
12:00 p.m. 
Penn Pavilion 

PROGRAM II  
1:00 p.m. 
McClendon Commons Auditorium, Undergraduate Admissions 

PSYCHOLOGY 
12:00 p.m. 
Duke Chapel 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
1:00 p.m. 
AMCR - Alumni Memorial Commons Room, 152 Langford Building 

ROMANCE STUDIES 
1:00 p.m. 
von der Heyden Pavilion, Perkins Library 

SCHOOL OF NURSING 
6:00 p.m. 
Cameron Indoor Stadium 

SOCIOLOGY 
1:00 p.m. 
Griffith Film Theater, Bryan Center 

https://commencement.duke.edu/diplomas-ceremonies
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Scan to view the complete 
commencement program, 
including names of graduates. 

2025 Duke University Commencement
Brooks Field at Wallace Wade Stadium 
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