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Program

Presiding

Processional March

Presentation of the Colors

National Anthem

Invocation

Greetings

Welcoming Remarks

Vincent E. Price
President of the University

When the Duke Wind Symphony sounds the fanfare for the
entrance of the faculty, the audience and candidates will rise and
remain standing through the invocation.

Candidates for Degrees
followed by

Members of the Faculty

Members of the University Administration
Members of the Board of Trustees
Members of the Platform Party

Members of Duke University's Air Force ROTC Program

Morgan Waterhouse Chumney, Ameya Rao,
Tess Marie Redman
Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

Chloe Beittel, Rhiannon Eplett, Sophia Alexandra Kuhn,
Julia Michelle Leeman, Alyssa Wang Zhao
Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Science

Sophia Marie Leeman
Candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering

Yuxiang Zhou
Candidate for the Degree of Master of Laws

Morgan Linsley
Candidate for the Degree of Master of Management Studies

Bruce V. Puckett
Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel

Zahra Hassan
Candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

Kayla Nicole Thompson
Candidate for the Degrees of Doctor of Medicine and Master
of Business Administration

Trina Jones
Chair of the Academic Council



Conferring of Honorary Degrees

Commencement Address

Conferring of Earned Degrees

Concluding Remarks

Alma Mater

Closing Processional

Introduced by
Laurene M. Sperling
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Jerry Seinfeld

Award-Winning Comedian, Actor, Producer and Author

Introduced by
Alec D. Gallimore
Provost

Presented by Deans of Schools

Suzanne Barbour
Dean of the Graduate School

Mary E. Klotman
Dean of the School of Medicine

Kerry Abrams
Dean of the School of Law

Edgardo Colén-Emeric
Dean of the Divinity School

Michael V. Relf
Interim Dean of the School of Nursing

William F. Boulding
Dean of the Fuqua School of Business

Vocalists listed under National Anthem

The audience stands for the Alma Mater

Dear Old Duke, thy name we’ll sing.
To thee our voices raise, we'll raise,
To thee our anthems ring

in everlasting praise.

Lori S. Bennear
Dean of the Nicholas School
of the Environment

Judith Kelley
Dean of the Sanford School
of Public Policy

Jerome Lynch
Dean of the Pratt School
of Engineering

Gary G. Bennett
Dean of Trinity College
of Arts & Sciences

And though on life’s broad sea
Our fates may far us bear,
We'll ever turn to thee

Our Alma Mater dear.

— R. H. James 24

The audience remains standing until the platform party and the faculty leave

the football field.

The Duke University Wind Symphony

The Duke University Wind Symphony, Verena Mésenbichler-Bryant, director and conductor, is an ensemble of
60 students and community members from across the United States and around the world, and is open to all
Duke students by audition. The ensemble has commissioned over 20 works, many of them entering the standard
repertoire of wind bands throughout the world. The “Commencement Edition” of this weekend'’s Wind Symphony is
augmented by alumni and friends, including representatives from the 1950s to the present.
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Jerry Seinfeld

AWARD-WINNING COMEDIAN,

ACTOR, PRODUCER AND AUTHOR

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
HONORARY DOCTOR OF ARTS

Faculty Sponsor: Neal Bell, Mary D.B.T. and James H. Semans Professor of the Practice of Theater Studies

Jerry Seinfeld is in his fifth decade as a
stand-up comedian, actor, producer, and
author, highlighted by his nine-year run
playing a fictionalized version of himself
in the eponymous sitcom he co-created
with Larry David for NBC — Seinfeld.

At various points between 1989 and 1998, Seinfeld
was the most-watched show in America, and it

is cited as one of the best and most influential
television sitcoms ever produced.

An estimated 76.3 million viewers watched the final
episode of Seinfeld, the fourth largest audience for
an American series finale. The sitcom that is often
characterized as “a show about nothing” continues
to air through syndication. The show won three
Golden Globe Awards and 10 Primetime Emmy
Awards, and Seinfeld was honored with the 1994
Golden Globe for Best Performance by an Actor in a
TV Series Musical or Comedy.

In 2013, the Writers Guild of America rated Seinfeld
as the second best-written series in television
history. Variety ranked the show eighth best of all
time, regardless of genre, and noted the series was
a “catchphrase generating machine.”

Seinfeld graduated from Queens College, City
University of New York in 1976, receiving a degree

in communications and theater, and established
himself as a stand-up comedian specializing in
observational comedy. He frequently appeared on
popular late night talk shows and hosted a one-hour
special that aired on HBO in 1987.

Following Seinfeld’s conclusion, he resumed stand-
up comedy, including touring, while continuing to
act and produce. In 2011, Seinfeld launched an
11-season run of the popular web series, Comedians
in Cars Getting Coffee. The show was nominated for
five Primetime Emmy Awards and was a five-time
winner of Producers Guild of America Awards,
including for Outstanding Digital Series and
Outstanding Short-Form Program.

In addition to his entertainment career, Seinfeld
has written multiple books and also made his
directorial debut with the film Unfrosted, recently
released on Netflix.

Seinfeld and his wife, Jessica, are the parents of a
Duke alumna and members of the undergraduate
classes of 2025 and 2028, and together serve

as national chairs of Duke’s Parents Committee.
They also founded Good+Foundation, a charitable
organization focused on addressing family poverty.



Claudius Claiborne E’69

PROFESSOR OF BUSINESS AND MARKETING

AT TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

Faculty Sponsor: Mark Anthony Neal, James B. Duke Distinguished Professor of African and African American Studies

Duke University's first Black student-
athlete, Claudius B. “C.B.” Claiborne,
later used his experiences on the
basketball court and in the classroom
to help inform his life's work as a
distinguished scholar and teacher of
teamwork and leadership.

Following his graduation from John Langston High
School in Danville, Va., Claiborne enrolled at Duke
on a presidential scholarship in 1965, two years after
the university enrolled its first Black undergraduate
students. Claiborne would make history when he
donned the Blue Devils jersey for the freshman
basketball team.

As an undergraduate, Claiborne joined Duke’s Black
Student Alliance and participated in the pivotal 1969
Allen Building sit-in.

Following his 1969 graduation from Duke with

a degree in mechanical engineering, Claiborne
declined an offer to join the Harlem Globetrotters,
instead pursuing a career as an engineer,
consultant, and product developer. Among his
projects was helping create the adjustable steering
wheel for Ford Motor Company.

Claiborne has published widely and has received
multiple honors and recognitions for his teaching
and research, including being named an Apple
Distinguished Educator, Fulbright Scholar, Sasakawa
Fellow and Coors Eminent Scholar. He is currently
Professor of Business and Marketing in the Jesse

H. Jones School of Business at Texas Southern
University.

Claiborne has returned several times to Duke,
including to participate in a panel discussion
sponsored by the faculty-led initiative “Black in Blue:
The Duke Sports & Race Project.” The Duke Men's
Basketball team wore Claiborne’s name and number
23 during pregame warmups for their February
2023 game versus Louisville, and Claiborne was
honored on the court during halftime of that game.

A Bass Connections project team at Duke is
producing a feature-length documentary examining
the history of men'’s basketball and race on campus
through the lens of Claiborne’s story.

In addition to his degree from Duke, Claiborne
earned masters degrees from Dartmouth College
and Washington University in St. Louis and also
received a Ph.D. in marketing from Virginia Tech.
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Rhiannon Giddens

AWARD-WINNING SINGER
AND INSTRUMENTALIST

HONORARY DOCTOR OF ARTS

Faculty Sponsor: Sophia M. Enriquez, Andrew W. Mellon Assistant Professor of Music and Latinx Studies

Greensboro native and critically
acclaimed artist Rhiannon Giddens

has given voice to a powerful musical
history and culture that is now bursting
into greater public consciousness.

With a passion for raising awareness of the origins
of American music, the singer, songwriter, and
instrumentalist was an original member of the
Carolina Chocolate Drops, an innovative Black
string band founded in Durham in 2005.

With the Carolina Chocolate Drops, Giddens
studied with legendary string band musician Joe
Thompson, and in 2010 won the Grammy Award
for Best Traditional Folk Album for Genuine Negro
Jig. The group played blues, jug-band numbers, and
other Americana styles, influencing many Black
musicians to take up the fiddle, banjo and other
traditional instruments.

Giddens' first solo album, Tomorrow Is My Turn, and
her follow-up Freedom Highway each were named
Album of the Year by the International Folk Music
Awards. In 2017, Giddens received a MacArthur
Foundation Fellowship grant, bestowed on individuals
who “show exceptional creativity in their work.”

She received a second Grammy when her release
They're Calling Me Home was honored for Best Folk
Album in 2022. A year later, Giddens won a Pulitzer
Prize in music after co-writing the opera “Omar,”
based on the autobiography of Omar ibn Said, a
19th-century West African Muslim scholar enslaved
and brought to North Carolina.

Most recently, Giddens can be heard playing the
banjo and viola on Beyoncé's song “Texas Hold ‘Em,”
the first single by a Black woman to top Billboard's
Country Music Song chart. Her latest album, You're
the One, was nominated this year for the Grammy

Award for Best Americana Album.

In addition to her musical career, Giddens has
published two children’s books, hosts the PBS
television series My Music with Rhiannon Giddens,
and was a recurring actress on the TV show
Nashville. She also returned to Duke last year for a
conversation with music professor Anthony Kelly
about her work and career.

Giddens is a 1995 alumna of the North Carolina
School of Science and Mathematics in Durham
and studied opera as a 2000 graduate of Oberlin
Conservatory of Oberlin College.



Rose Marcario

BOARD MEMBER, IMPACT INVESTOR AND

FORMER CEO OF PATAGONIA, INC.

HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

Faculty Sponsor: David B. Brown, Professor of the Fuqua School of Business

As CEO and Board Member of
Patagonia, Inc., Rose Marcario showed
that profits can be congruent with
strong environmental practices and
activism, and demonstrated how
business leaders can take effective
stands on social issues.

Marcario joined Patagonia in 2008 as chief financial
officer and chief operating officer, and five years
later was promoted to CEO. Under her leadership,
the company’s profits quadrupled, and annual
sales surpassed one billion dollars. Simultaneously,
Patagonia became a corporate leader in
responsible business practices and workplace and
environmental innovation.

During Marcario’s tenure as CEO, Patagonia launched
a digital platform connecting customers with
environmental causes, created a regenerative organic
food company and industry-wide certification,

and established a venture fund focused on
sustainable product developments and supply chain
transformation. As CEO, Marcario also used her voice
to influence society and governments to advocate for
a healthy planet, democracy, and working families.

In 2016, Marcario participated in a public interview
at Duke’s Fugqua School of Business and detailed
how Patagonia was making a deliberate effort to
address climate change through the development of
sustainable business practices.

“We're not living in a world anymore where you

can just keep making new stuff and using it up,”
Marcario said. “I think the companies that get ahead
of that and start creating those [sustainable] supply
chains and creating that infrastructure will be ahead
of the curve.”

Two of Marcario's other priorities as CEO were access
to workplace childcare and increasing voter turnout.
During her leadership of Patagonia, 100 percent of
new mothers returned to work from parental leave,
allowing many to rise in company leadership.

Marcario is also the founder of Time to Vote, an
initiative to permit time off for employees to vote.

As part of the initiative, Patagonia shut down all US-
based operations for Election Day in 2016. By 2020,
more than 1,500 businesses had joined the coalition.

In 2020, Marcario stepped down as CEO of Patagonia.
She was widely heralded during her tenure, including
being listed among “100 People Transforming
Business” by Business Insider and being named CEO
of the Year in 2017 by Ethical Business Awards.
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Desmond Meade

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE FLORIDA
RIGHTS RESTORATION COALITION

HONORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS

Faculty Sponsor: James E. Coleman, Jr., John S. Bradway Distinguished Professor of the Practice of Law

In October 2020, at age 53, Desmond
Meade cast his first-ever ballot in a
presidential election.

That vote came after a remarkable victory for both
Meade and tens of thousands of other formerly
incarcerated people in Florida whose past felony
convictions had barred them from voting under
state law.

While homeless and squatting in a home in 2001,
Meade was arrested and subsequently convicted
of possession of a firearm. Originally sentenced
to 15 years in prison, Meade studied law books
during his incarceration and won an appeal of his
conviction that resulted in his release after three
years of time served.

Following his release, Meade began to turn his
life around while living in a homeless shelter. He
graduated summa cum laude from Miami Dade
Community College before earning his J.D. at
Florida International University College of Law.
While in community college, Meade joined the
grassroots organization Florida Rights Restored
Coalition (FRRC), and in 2009 became the group's
executive director.

The FRRC successfully campaigned in 2018 to pass
a state constitutional amendment to restore voting
rights to returning citizens with a felony conviction.
In the largest expansion of voting rights in America
in 50 years, about 1.4 million Floridians became
eligible to vote.

After state leaders enacted financial obstacles that
threatened to prolong disenfranchisement for
700,000 people, Meade helped lead a fundraising
campaign to pay off court debts for those affected
and encouraged civic engagement by other
returning citizens. FRCC estimated its efforts
allowed more than 100,000 people with past felony
convictions to vote in the 2020 election.

Meade's work led to his recognition by TIME
Magazine as one of the 100 Most Influential People
in the World in 2019. He also has been named a
Ford Global Fellow by the Ford Foundation and

a MacArthur Foundation Fellow. Under Meade's
leadership, FRCC was nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2023.

“I believe that everybody deserves a second chance
at redemption, and democracy is stronger when it
fully represents everyone,” Meade said in a 2021
MacArthur Foundation video.



Student and Faculty
Representatives

Zahra Hassan

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS

Zahra Hassan is from Coral Springs, Florida, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and an Art
History minor. She is a QuestBridge Match scholar, and has been a proud member of the Duke University
Marching Band (DUMB) for the past four years. Additionally, she has volunteered & worked on behalf

of Duke’s Economic Student Union (ESU), DukeLIFE, QuestBridge, America Reads America Counts, Teach
For America IGNITE, and the Community Empowerment Fund. Following graduation, Zahra will join Bates
White in Washington, D.C., as an Economic Consultant.

Kayla Nicole Thompson

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREES OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE AND MASTER OF
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Kayla Thompson is a native North Carolinian, hailing from Waxhaw, NC. She earned her Bachelor of Science
in Biology at Duke University in 2019. She then stayed at Duke to pursue a dual MD/MBA at the School

of Medicine and the Fuqua School of Business. During her time at Duke, she held leadership roles within
numerous organizations, including Duke Student Government, Bass Connections, and the MBA Health Care
Club. As a first-generation college student, she spent much of her Duke career promoting visibility for and
building community among first-generation, low-income students. Following graduation, Kayla will begin
her internal medicine residency training at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago, lllinois.

Trina Jones

CHAIR OF THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL AND UNIVERSITY FACULTY MARSHAL

Trina Jones is the Jerome M. Culp Distinguished Professor of Law at Duke Law School, where she directs
the Center on Law, Race, and Policy. Her research focuses on racial, socio-economic, and gender inequality
in the workplace. Trina has served multiple terms on Duke’s Academic Council. She was elected to its
Executive Committee in 2015 for a two-year term and elected as Chair in spring 2023 for a two-year term.
In 2014-15, she co-chaired the Academic Council’s University-wide Task Force on Diversity. She received
her B.A. from Cornell University and her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.



10

2024 COMMENCEMENT

Marshals

University Marshals

Ben Adams
David Frankel

Amy Powell
Jessica Reveal

Faculty Marshals

UNIVERSITY
FACULTY MARSHAL
Trina Jones

GRADUATE
Daniel Schmitt

MEDICINE
Beth A. Sullivan

LAW
Charles]. Dunlap, Jr.

DIVINITY
Curtis Freeman

NURSING
Julee Briscoe Waldrop

School Marshals

GRADUATE
Nicholas Alena
Daniel Heflin

MEDICINE

Kathryn M. Andolsek

Allison Elizabeth Ashley-Koch
Emerson E. Bennett

Jennifer Pennington

Staff Marshals

Clay Adams
Margot Cardamone
Carina Carpenter
Angel Collie

Kevin D'Arco

Shruti Desai

LAW
Lewis L. Hutchison, Jr.
Jabrina Elaine Robinson

DIVINITY
Sarah L. Belles

NURSING
Lindsay M. Johnson
Bebe T. Mills

Dalton Dey
Madeline Drewry
Alex Espaillat
Lakeya Francis
Ellen Hawk
Debbie Heida

Student Marshals

Akram Abdulaziz
Chief Student Marshal

Morayo Abbey-Bada
Juliana Alfonso-DeSouza
Jayda Bailey

Davis Beischer
Vaughn-Regan Bledsoe
Danielle Bryant

Austin Camacho
Zachary Charlick
Ayanna Chatman

Sage Cooley

Lilly Chiavetta
Chief Student Marshal

Arielle Curtis

Supta Das

Yuri De Melo Costa
Franck Djidjeu
Aniekanabasi Eno-Ekefre
Amy Fulton

Jenny Green

Anna Grace Grossnickle
Bianca Ingram

Mahika Jammula

Caitlin Shaw
Mathavi . Strashurger

FUQUA
Robert Swinney

NICHOLAS
Thomas F. Schultz

SANFORD
Lisa A. Gennetian

FUQUA
Meg deLuca
Sarah Isham
AvaL.)udd

NICHOLAS
Nancy Kelly

SANFORD
Lisa Etheridge

Lindsay Helm
Brandin Howard
Juwan Jacobs
Michelle Johnson
Bobby Kunstman
Aaron Lash Jr.

Rani Jones
Chief Student Marshal

Ava Jarell

Janet Jiang
Juliet Jiang
Brianna Johnson
Manya Kaushik
Tyler King
James Koconis
Sarine Krovitz
Anya Lawe
Grace Levey

PRATT
Michael R. Gustafson Il

TRINITY
Joshua E. S. Socolar

PRATT

Amanda Lee Butler

Paige N. Eppenstein Anderson
llana Palmer

TRINITY

Milton Blackmon

Dean Bruno

Mark Taylor Dalhouse
Andrea Marritt-Pabalate

Anna Lehnen
Deb LoBiondo
Kim Logan
Sam Lopez
Joy Parton
Stacy Peterson

Diego Montoya

Chief Student Marshal
Comfort Markwei
Marianna Mavares
Yankun (Alex) Meng
Frank Mercer

Eliza Moore

Jack Morgenstein
Long Nguyen

Marley 0'Connor
Chinomnso Okechukwu
Isabella Peralta

Claire J. Parker Siburt
Ginny Ramirez-DelToro
Heather Settle
Amanda Curtin Soydan
Sabrina Thomas

Liguo Zhang

Shelvis Ponds
Justin Sharpe
Laura Shively
Greg Victory
Lamar Walker
Megan Wilson

Porter Petruzziello
Sam Savitt

Olivia Scott
Sahana Sreeram
Sara Succop
Grace Williams
Evan Yee
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May 12 Departmental Events

For more details about recommended parking and each department’s program,

visit commencement.duke.edu/diplomas-ceremonies.

ART, ART HISTORY & VISUAL STUDIES
12:00 p.m.
von der Heyden Theater, Rubenstein Arts Center

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING
3:00 p.m.
Cameron Indoor Stadium

BIOLOGY
12:00 p.m.
Wilson Recreation Center Gymnasium

CHEMISTRY

11:00 a.m.

(immediately following university-wide ceremony)
Terrace, French Family Science Center

Rain site: 2231 Bonk Hall, French Family Science Center

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
12:30 p.m.
Nelson Music Room & East Duke Gazebo Lawn

ECONOMICS
12:00 p.m.
Cameron Indoor Stadium

ENGLISH
12:30 p.m.
Reynolds Theater, Bryan Center

EVOLUTIONARY ANTHROPOLOGY
12:00 p.m.
Biological Sciences 111

HISTORY
12:30 p.m.
Baldwin Auditorium

INFORMATION SCIENCE & STUDIES
12:00 p.m.
von der Heyden Theater, Rubenstein Arts Center

INTERNATIONAL COMPARATIVE STUDIES
1p.m.

Lawn of West Duke Building

Rain: White Auditorium (East Campus)

MASTER OF FINE ARTS:

EXPERIMENTAL & DOCUMENTARY ARTS
3:00 p.m.

Nasher Museum Auditorium

NEUROSCIENCE
12:00 p.m.
Page Auditorium

PATHOLOGISTS" ASSISTANT

1:00 p.m.

Contact Michelle Johnson for location information (michelle.p.johnson@duke.
edu)

PHYSICS
12:00 p.m.
Hall of Science & B101 Love Auditorium, LSRC

POLITICAL SCIENCE
12:00 p.m.
Penn Pavilion

PROGRAM 11

1:00 p.m.

McClendon Tower Auditorium, Undergraduate Admissions 2138 Campus Dr,
Durham, NC27705

PSYCHOLOGY
12:00 p.m.
Duke Chapel

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
12:30 p.m.
The York Room, Gray Building, West Campus

ROMANCE STUDIES
1:00 p.m.
von der Heyden Pavilion, Perkins Library

SCHOOL OF NURSING
6:00 p.m.
Cameron Indoor Stadium

SOCIOLOGY
12:30 p.m.
Griffith Film Theater, Bryan Center

THEATER STUDIES
12:30 p.m.
Sheafer Lab Theater, Bryan Center
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The Traditions of Commencement

Notes on Academic Dress

Academic dress originated in the Middle Ages. When the European
universities were taking form in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, scholars were also clerics, and they adopted robes similar

to those of their monastic orders. Caps were a necessity in drafty
buildings, and copes or capes with hoods attached were needed for
warmth. As the control of universities gradually passed from the church,
academic costume began to take on brighter hues and to employ

varied patterns in cut and color of gown and type of headdress.

The use of academic costume in the United States has been continuous
since Colonial times, but a clear protocol did not emerge until an
intercollegiate commission in 1893 recommended a uniform code.

In this country, the design of a gown varies with the degree held.

The bachelor's gown is relatively simple with long pointed sleeves

as its distinguishing mark. The gown for the master's degree has

an oblong sleeve with the rear part cut square and the front part

with a cutaway arc. The most elaborate academic costume is the
doctoral gown with velvet panels down the front and three bars of

Significance of Colors

the same material across the sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but
it may be a color designating the field of study to which the degree
pertains. The gown itself, usually black like those of the lower
degrees, may be of a color distinctive of a particular university.

The hood bears a still larger symbolic burden: the width of

its velvet trimming designates the level of the degree; the
color heralds the major field of study; and the lining identifies
the institution that granted the degree. Duke University is
symbolized by a lining of Duke blue with a white chevron.

The cap, originally round, is usually a square mortarboard and is the
same for all degrees. The standard tassel for the cap is black, but the
cap worn with the doctoral robe may have a gold tassel. The Duke
doctoral gown is in the authentic Duke blue. The Duke University
shield, embroidered in blue on white, is applied to each front panel.
With this gown there may be worn a black velvet, four-pointed,

soft tam with a square top and a gold metallic bullion tassel.

Colors indicating fields of study and colors identifying some of the universities represented by members of the faculties of the University are:

Arts, Letters, Humanities Education
O WHITE O LIGHT BLUE
Business Administration Engineering
. DRAB . ORANGE
Dentistry Fine Arts
. LAVENDER . BROWN
Divinity, Theology Forestry
. SCARLET . RUSSET
Economics Law
. COPPER . PURPLE

Medicine Public Health
GREEN SALMON

Music Science
PINK GOLDEN YELLOW

Nursing
APRICOT

Philosophy
DARK BLUE

Physical Therapy
TEAL

®@ 6 & O



Mace and Chain of Office

At commencement, ceremonial use is made of two important
insignia given to Duke University in memory of Benjamin N. Duke.
Both the mace and chain of office are the gifts of anonymous
donors and of the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation. They were
designed and executed by Professor Kurt ]. Matzdorf of New
Paltz, New York, and were dedicated and first used at the
inaugural ceremonies of President Terry Sanford in 1970.

The Mace, the symbol of authority of the University, is made of sterling
silver throughout. It is thirty-seven inches long and weighs about
eight pounds. At the lower end of the hammered shaft is a gilt (gold-
plated) pinecone. The upper end of the shaft displays the inscription
Universitas Dukiana 1838. This inscription is surmounted by a short,
hammered neck followed by the head which has eight flutings

alternating with eight gilt ribs. Above the head of the mace,

a band carries the motto of Duke University: Eruditio et Religio. The
upper end of the mace is a crown of gilt laurel leaves which carries
the seal of Duke University surrounded by the three symbols of the
Trinity to indicate that Duke University emerged from Trinity College.

The Chain of Office of the President of Duke University is four feet long
and is also made of sterling silver throughout. The main part consists
of nine silver pinecones alternating with ten gilt clusters of three
laurel leaves each. In the front hangs the gilt medallion with the
official seal of Duke University surrounded by a laurel wreath into
which are set the three symbols of the Trinity. In the back is the gilt
coat of arms of the Duke family with the motto In Adversis Idem set

in a sterling wreath of laurel leaves and bearing the inscription Duke.
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Commencement Timeline

Duke University's roots can be traced back to 1838, with humble beginnings as a one-room schoolhouse in
Randolph County, North Carolina. Duke University was officially established in 1924 when James B. Duke
signed the Indenture of Trust on December 11 and designated a gift that transformed Trinity College into a
comprehensive research university and academic medical center.

P

TRINITY COLLEGE

== —

1838 Brown’s Schoolhouse is founded in Randolph County
as a one-room school

; 3 Bt g 1839 The school adopts the name Union Institute
DROER OF HELLROCLBES
1851 Union Institute becomes Normal College

) FOR CORMMSHEBREEIY FUNE 306, 1888, |

1853 The first students graduate from Normal College in a
class of two—brothers Lemuel and Dougan Johnson

MARSHALS.
W. J. CARMAN, Curer.

7 BT BRANOH, A, O BLACKBURN,
I REVAN I W STMMONR

1859 Normal College becomes Trinity College after
partnering with the Methodist Church

1877 First master’s degrees issued

1878 Mary, Theresa, and Persis Giles earn
bachelor's degrees, becoming the first
women graduates of Trinity College

1892 The last commencement held in Randolph
County before the school’s move to Durham
(to the land that forms present-day East Campus)

1902 Use of Latin Honors begins
1908 Washington Duke statue is unveiled at commencement

1925 First graduates of the newly created Duke University
get their diplomas (Trinity remained the name of the
College of Arts and Sciences)

x ‘f@dﬁ\
1927 First divinity degree (B.D.) granted
1928 First Ph.D. degrees granted

The cornerstone of West Campus is laid by
Doris Duke as part of commencement

1929 First law degree (LL.B.) granted



1931

1932

1933
1935
1936
1939

1940

1967

1970

1971

1972

1979

1997

1998

2009
2015

2021

Commencement is held on West Campus for
the first time, in Page Auditorium

First M.D. granted

The inaugural Chapel organ and carillon recitals are held
First B.S. in Engineering granted

The James B. Duke statue on West Campus is unveiled
First B.S. in Nursing granted

First Master of Forestry granted

The School of Forestry later became the
Nicholas School of the Environment

First commencement held in the new Indoor Stadium
(now Cameron Indoor Stadium)

Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, Nathaniel White, Jr, and
Mary Mitchell Harris are the first Black undergraduates
to receive degrees

Kenneth Vickery serves as the first student
commencement speaker

Nancy Hanks, Chair of the National Endowment for the Arts,
is the first female commencement speaker

First M.B.A. granted

In a ceremony at Wallace Wade Stadium, students unfurl
a banner above the commencement dais reading
GO TO HELL CAROLINA

President Jimmy Carter serves as the commencement speaker

President George H. W. Bush serves as the
commencement speaker

Oprah Winfrey serves as commencement speaker

Commencement is held in the Durham Bulls Athletic Park
due to renovations of the Wallace Wade Stadium

John Legend serves as commencement speaker

2020 Commencement is held in September on Abele Quad
after being postponed due to the Covid pandemic, with
Ken Jeong serving as commencement speaker

The class of 2024 holds the distinction of being
the 100th class to graduate from Duke University.
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